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  4 points  3 points  2 points  1 point 

The thesis is clear, has 3 different 
ideas, and directs the entire paper.  

The thesis is somewhat clear 
and directs the whole paper. It 

may have less than 3 main 
ideas. 

The thesis is a bit unclear and 
may not connect to the whole 
paper. It has less than 3 main 

ideas. 

The thesis is weak or is 
not clearly stated. It has 
less than 3 main ideas. 

The thesis is strongly supported 
throughout the entire paper by 

details, examples, and quotations. 

The thesis is somewhat 
supported by details, 

examples, and quotations. 

The thesis is weakly 
supported by some details, 
examples, and quotations. 

The thesis is not 
supported by details, 

examples, and 
quotations. 

The introduction is engaging. The 
conclusion supports the 

information in the essay and offers 
fresh insight.  

The introduction presents the 
idea of adversity. The 

conclusion supports the info in 
the essay. 

The introduction and 
conclusion relate to the 
information in the essay. 

The introduction and/or 
conclusion is/are weak 
and does not include 
relevant information. 

Ideas are logically organized so 
that the explanation is easy to 

follow. 

Ideas are organized so that the 
information is easy to follow. 

Ideas are vaguely organized.  Ideas are disorganized 
and the explanation is 

difficult to follow. 

Transitions & topic sentences 
clearly show the relationships 

among ideas. 

Transitions & topic sentences 
somewhat show the 

relationships among ideas. 

There are a few transitions to 
orient the reader. The topic 

sentences are weak. 

Transitions & topic 
sentences are lacking or 

not present.  

Each body paragraph includes at 
least 1 quote that is significant, 

relevant, not plot. 

Each body paragraph includes 
1 quote that is mostly 

significant and relevant. 

Some quotes are not 
significant, and simply show 

plot. 

There are body 
paragraphs missing 

quotes. There is little or 
no relevant support. 

Textual evidence is integrated 
smoothly & cited accurately 
throughout the entire essay. 

Textual evidence is mostly 
integrated & cited accurately. 

Textual evidence is 
inconsistently integrated & 

cited (accurately or 
inaccurately) 

Textual evidence is not 
integrated or cited. 

Citations are inaccurate. 

The analysis is strong, goes 
beyond plot, identifies meaningful 

language, and clearly explains how 
the person overcame adversity. 

The analysis mostly goes 
beyond plot and explains how 

the person overcame 
adversity. 

The analysis is weak, mostly 
focuses on plot, and does not 

clearly explain how the 
person overcame adversity. 

The analysis is weak 
and focuses on plot. 

The essay consistently adheres to 
grammar rules. 

The essay mostly adheres to 
grammar rules. 

The essay contains some 
grammar mistakes. 

The essay contains 
many grammar 

mistakes. 

___ vocab words are used 
correctly and highlighted. 

___ vocab words are 
highlighted and mostly correct. 

Missing some vocab words 
and/or some vocab words are 

not highlighted or used 
correctly. 

Vocab words are 
missing and/or not 

highlighted.   

The style and tone is formal and 
objective. There are no personal 
pronouns and no contractions. 

The style and tone is mostly 
formal and objective. There 

are very little, if any, personal 
pronouns and contractions. 

The style and tone is 
occasionally formal and 

objective. There are many 
personal pronouns and 

contractions. 

The style and tone is 
informal. There are a 
significant amount of 

personal pronouns and 
contractions. 

 


